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Overview 
• Weather Ready Nation 

• Tools for Decision Making 

• Recap Winter 2013-2014 

• Winter Outlook (2014-2015) 

 

 

 



We’re hear to help 
Decision Assistance  
Building Community Resilience 
 

Are you Ready for 
Winter? 



Working Together WRN 

• A perfect forecast 
doesn’t mean a perfect 
outcome for the 
community 

“Craig Fugate, FEMA Administrator” 

• We must work 
together to build 
community resilience 

• Weather Ready Nation 
 

 





Decision Assistance 

Weather Tools for 
Decision Making 



Being Weather Ready  
& Staying Informed 

• How far out can we tell you about a 
significant weather/flood event?  

0 to 12 hours (Warning) 

24 to 36 hours (Watch) 

5 to 7 Days  (Heads up) 

Virtual Briefings 

Multi-Media Briefings 



Being Weather Ready 
Staying Informed 

 iNWS  

 cell phone application 

 https://inws.wrh.noaa.gov/user/register 

 

 NWS Webinars 

 Email briefings 

 YouTube multi-media briefings 

 Phone (always welcome) 



Point Forecasts 
(weather.gov) 



Hourly Weather Graphs 



Activity Planner 



Activity Planner 



Observations 
 



Precipitation & Temp Forecasts 

www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/weather/10_day.cgi 



How High will the River Get? 
Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Services 



The Future 
Building a Weather-Ready Nation 
• Building Community Resilience 

• Working with you to prepare for and 
respond to significant weather / flood 
events 



Taking the Pulse of the Planet - from the sun to the sea 

Decision Support Services 

 
 

Virtual 
Briefings 

IRIS – 
Customer 
Impacts 

Exercises with 
Customers 

Multi-Media 
Briefings 

IMET 
Services 

Wx Story Seasonal 
Workshops 

  

Digital 
Database 
(NDFD) 

Impact 
based 

Warnings 

IPAWS 

EWARN  & 
iNWS 

Internet 
Commercial 
Mobile Alert 

System  



What happened last winter? 
Winter Recap  

 
2013-2014 



Recap - Winter 2013-14 

 

 

• Precipitation – 

– Cascades: near normal  

– Coast: 70-90% of normal 

– Valley:  70-80% of normal 

• Mountain snow  

– Slightly below normal 
north Cascades 

– Much below normal south 
Cascades 

  



2012-2013 Winter in Review 

Astoria rainfall 
  
Oct 2013-Sep 2014 



But we had this! 
 • Feb 6-9 snow & ice storm 



How about this Winter? 
 

Winter Outlook 
2014-2015 



El Niño vs. La Niña 

La Niña 

El Niño 



La Niña 
• Cooler than average waters in 

the central and eastern 
tropical Pacific 

• Cooler temperatures with an 
increase in precipitation. 

El Niño 
• Warmer than average waters 

in the central and eastern 
tropical Pacific 

• Warmer temperatures and a 
decrease in precipitation 

 

Winter Conditions 

El Niño vs. La Niña 
Weather Patterns 



ENSO Status 

• Neutral conditions 

• Neutral conditions since 
Autumn 2012 

•            Expected to 
transition to  weak El Niño Map showing NINO regions in Equatorial Pacific 



ENSO Occurrence 

El- 
Niño 
    
37% 

La- 
Niña 
    
35% 



Climate Model Predictions 
Climate models predict  a weak El-Nino will develop in the Oct-Dec 
2014 time frame and persist into the early winter of 2015 
.  

El Niño 

La Niña 

ENSO-neutral 



ENSO Projections 

 conditions 
currently 

• Forecast is for 
weak El-Nino to 
develop later this 
fall 

• The chance of El-
Niño is at 60-65% 

 

Climate Prediction Center / International  
Research Institute for Climate and Society  
Consensus Probabilistic ENSO Forecast 



Temperature Precipitation 

www.cpc.noaa.gov 

Winter Outlook 
Dec 2014 – Feb 2015 



Willamette Valley Precipitation 
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In Summary 
• ENSO Neutral conditions continue 

• Chance of El Niño developing is at 60-65% this winter 

• Can expect this Fall/Winter to be (on average): 

– Temperature:  40-50 % chance of above average   

– Precipitation:  30 % chance of below average 

– Snowpack:  Likely below average 

 

• As always, be prepared for the any type of extreme weather 
Mother Nature sends our way in Oregon this winter! 

 



POC:  Tyree Wilde, NWS Portland 
tyree.wilde@noaa.gov 

503-326-2340 x223 
 

Questions? 

mailto:tyree.wilde@noaa.gov
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